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the palace, as well as at all the gratings of the en-
trances which had been closed on the 5th of October,
and had kept out the populace, but, the next day,
was to give free passage to the rioters.

At the present day we can pass through the wide
gateway opening on the Place d'Armes, and enter at
once the huge courtyard which extends to the palace.

In the reign of Louis XVI. there was, in addition,
a second grating between the two wings of the palace,
just about where now stands the equestrian statue of
Louis XIV.

The space between the two gratings was called the
Ministers' Courtyard, from the buildings on each side
in which the ministers lodged.

Then, as now, there was an iron gate opening on
the rue des Reservoirs, and another opening on the
rue de la Surintendance (now the rue de la Bib-
lioth^que).

Beyond the courtyard of the Ministers was the
Royal Courtyard, extending to the narrow space be-
tween the old buildings of the palace of Louis XIII.,
then, as now, called the Marble Courtyard, from the
pavement.

Let us first notice the insufficiency of La Fayette's
defensive measures, and the absence of any excuse
for his fatal confidence. During the whole of the
5th, the gateway of the Ministers' Courtyard was the
point attacked by the populace, furious at finding
this barrier. Well! Who guarded this gate which
was of such importance for the defence of the pal-